PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(Chapter I of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 



(PCT Rule 44bis) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
160979PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 


See item 4 below 


International application No. 
PCT/IL2005/000322 


Internationa] filing date (day/month/year) 
21 March 2005 (21 .03.2005) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
21 March 2004(21.03.2004) 


International Patent Classification (8th edition unless older edition indicated) 
See relevant information in Form PCT/lSA/237 


Applicant 
HART, Don 
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In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 
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This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
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Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard .to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited t 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules A4bis3(c) and 93bisA but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule A4bis .2). 
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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
B Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

H Box No. II Priority . . 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and .ndustnal applicability 

Lack of unity of Invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43IA.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/IL2005/000322 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 With reqard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the intemational application in 
' the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 □ In addition in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andtor table relating thereto 
3 ' hatS the required statements that the information^ 

copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 

appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments; 



Bo x No. II Priority 

1 El The validity of the priority claim has not been considered because the international ^^^J^^r 
' does not have in its possession a copy of the earlier application whose prong r has ctamed or, where 
required, a translation of that earlier application. This opinion has nevertheless been established on the 
assumption that the relevant date (Rules 43NS.1 and 64.1) is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due ^J^^^J^L^ 

has been found invalid (Rules 43«s.1 and 64.1 ). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bfe.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or 
industrial applicability: citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


• 


No: 


Claims 



1-4,6-8,11,12,15 

5,9,10,13,14,16-18 
1-18 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VIII Certain observations oh the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 • US-A-5 1 1 7 407 (VOGEL ET AL) 26 May 1 992 (1 992-05-26) 
D2- PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 2000, no. 21 , 3 August 2001 (2001 -08- 
03) & JP 2001 093031 A (STANCE:KK), 6 April 2001 (2001 -04-06) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A vending machine for multiple product sales, comprising: 

means for displaying multiple products (Figure 1 ); 
- means for operating said machine and effecting the dispensing of any selected 

product (Col. 1 , Lines 37 - 40); 

at least one display screen disposed adjacent to said means for displaying 
multiple products (Figure 1), and 

an electronic control unit for selectively controlling the display on said screen 
prior to, and/or during, and/or, after a vending operation (Col. 1 , Lines 40 - 43 
and Col. 3, Lines 60 - 63). 



3 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 12 

3.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 2 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A method for operating a vending machine, comprising: 

- providing a vending machine as claimed in claim 1 (see paragraph 2.1 of the 
present communication for references); 
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providing at least one sensor to detect the presence of a person adjacent to the 
vending machine and to generate a signal when a person is detected (Col. 6, 
Lines 38 - 40), and 

activating by said signal a display on said screen attention-attraction and/or 
sales-promotion video (Col. 6, Lines 36 - 38). 



DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-1 1 , 1 3-1 8 

Dependent claims 2-11,1 3-1 8 do not contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 

The use of sensors on a vending machine to distinguish between children and adults, 
and adjusting the display on the screen accordingly, as mentioned in dependent 
claims 5, 13 and 14 is already disclosed in document D2 (abstract), which solves the 
same problem in the same field of application. 



Re Item VIII. 



The statement "...present invention ... the spirit ... thereof." in the description on page 
8 implies that the subject-matter for which protection is sought may be different to 
that defined by the claims, thereby resulting in lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) when 
used to interpret them. 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 2) (EPO-January 2004) 



